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 Based in Washougal WA, Renee Tkach 

manages Friends' Gorge Towns to Trails initia-

tive -- an ambitious effort to build a 200-mile 

trail system wrapping around the Columbia 

Gorge that supports land protection, recrea-

tion enhancements and economic develop-

ment connecting small towns, farms, win-

eries and wild areas together. With towns 

typically five to fifteen miles apart and 

separated by largely undeveloped areas, 

the initiative offers an invaluable op-

portunity to protect undeveloped ar-

eas and create a European-style trek-

king model unachievable in most 

parts of the United States. 

 Founded in 1980, 

Friends of the Columbia Gorge 

works to ensure the beautiful 

and wild Columbia Gorge 

remains a place apart, an unspoiled treasure for coming 

generations. With a staff of 19, offices in Portland and 

Hood River, OR, and Washougal, WA, and nearly 

6,000 members, Friends of the Columbia Gorge is 

uniquely suited to protect and enhance the outstanding 

resources and communities of the Columbia River 

Gorge National Scenic Area. 

 During her presentation, Renee will explore the 

promise and progress on efforts to build a world-class 

trail system around the Gorge. The talk will include a 

special look at the diverse array of partners from the 

public and private sector working with Friends to real-

ize this vision and outline next steps in this ambitious 

effort. The presentation will include a short video to 

illustrate the effort and highlight some of the partners 

working on the Gorge Towns to Trails initiative. 

 

September Luncheon : Gorge Towns to Trails, Making the Connection  

Welcome your new Chamber 
President:    Courtney 

Wilkinson, Country Financial  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Doors open at Camas Meadows @ 11:30AM for networking, with the 

program beginning at noon. The cost is $20 for members, and $25 

for guests. Please RSVP by email: adminassistant@ cwchamber.com  

or call the chamber office: (360) 834 -2472  

Luncheon sponsored by: 
Columbia River Realty 

Monthly Luncheon 

September 20th 

Camas Meadows 

4105 NW Camas 

Meadows Drive 

Camas, WA 98607 

 

Doors open 

@11:30am 

 

Program begins 

@12:00pm 

mailto:adminassistant@cwchamber.com?subject=lunch%20RSVP


2018 NW Natural Parade of Homes  

NW Natural Clark County  

Parade of Homes Comes to Camas!  

September 7 ð 23 

The Parklands at Camas Meadows 
10 AM to 8 PM 

 

Event Highlights 

September 6th VIP Night 

Weõre celebrating Roaring 20õs style at the exclusive kick-off event to the NW 
Natural Parade of Homes! Be the first in town to experience this yearõs amazing show 
while enjoying a delicious dinner catered by NW Natural. Entertainment provided by 
Perkins & Co. Secure your tickets early ðlast yearõs party sold out! The partyõs on 

from 5:00 to 8:00 pm.   Click here to purchase tickets.  

September 7th, 8th, 14th & 15th Live Music @ the Parade!  

New for 2018! Live music from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. Come with someone special and spend 

an evening enjoying the sights and sounds of this fine showcase of homes.  

September 8th Future Builder Day  

Camas Library is hosting an onsite LEGO building opportunity to inspire future 

builders.  11am ð 1pm under the NW Natural event tent.  

September 16th Hero Day 

Weõd like to show our appreciation for first responders and military who keep 
our communities safe. $3 off full price admission for medical, police, fire and 

inactive military with ID. Free admission for active military with ID.  

For more information about the 2018 NW Natural Parade of Homes go to 

https://clarkcountyparadeofhomes.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://biaclarkcounty.webconnex.com/2018pohvip
https://clarkcountyparadeofhomes.com/
https://clarkcountyparadeofhomes.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/2018-POH-Coupon.pdf


With cooler temperatures rolling in, saying good-

bye to Summer and hello to Fall is not a hard thing 

to do. It's a great time to break out the jackets, 

coats, boots, scarves and hats in preparation for the 

change in season. 

It's also the perfect time to start making hot cocoa, 

and lighting a fire in the fireplace. This season cre-

ates a sense of comfort, warmth and reflection. 

It's a great time to go camping, fishing, go on a 

road trip or anything else where you can spend 

quality time with family and eat good food. 

Autumn is one of the most packed holiday seasons. 

There's the back to school rush, Halloween, 

Thanksgiving and of course Christmas. 

But it's not just full of regular holidays, these are all 

very involved, family centered holidays. 

This is a season to be thankful, and to be sur-

rounded by the people you love. 

 

 

Wilkinson: Presidents Letter ñSeptember 2018  

 

 

 

     The Camas-Washougal Chamber 

of Commerce is only as strong as 

the membership it serves, and new 

membership dues allow us to keep 

bringing you new programs and ser-

vices.   

 From September 1st through 

the end of the year, the CW Cham-

ber will be holding a membership drive. It only takes 

a few minutes to talk to a client or vendor about the 

benefits of joining the Camas-Washougal Chamber.  

Please join us in our quest to broaden our member-

ship!  

 New Members receive their business name and 

info showcased in the Monthly Newsletter, and a two-

minute opportunity at the next luncheon to speak 

about their business to the Membership. Benefits of 

joining do not stop there, the Chamber hosts about 25 

events per year (luncheons, business after hours, 

Chamber happy hour, Grand Openings, Ribbon Cut-

tings, etc), we produce three publications (CW Map, 

Preferred Business Directory and Guidebook to De-

veloping Business), Represent Businesses interests in 

East Clark County; and we host a number of other 

programs like the Annual Award Banquet (Business 

and Citizen of the Year), Camas Days, and the local 

Chamber Scholarships program. Plus, our vast online 

exposure our members receive through our website 

program.  Membership is smart money 

spent for your business! 

     Your Chamber is continually working to 

foster the spirit of collaboration within our 

communities that makes us all proud. And 

these are just a few examples of what can 

be accomplished when the entire commu-

nity works together towards a common 

goal-making Camas and Washougal 

better places in which to live, work and 

raise a family. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erickson:  Chamber Membership Drive Happening NOW!  

Brent Erickson  
Executive Director  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 With cooler temperatures 

rolling in, saying goodbye to Sum-

mer and hello to Fall is not a hard 

thing to do. It's a great time to 

break out the jackets, coats, boots, 

scarves and hats in preparation for 

the change in season. 

 According to Kathryn 

Lively, professor of sociology 

Dartmouth College, we are condi-

tioned from a very early age that autumn comes 

with exciting things. As children, we come to asso-

ciate Fall with going back to school, new school 

supplies, seeing friends. Itôs exciting, for most. We 

still respond to this pattern that we experienced for 

eighteen years.  

 It's also the perfect time to start making hot 

cocoa, and lighting a fire in the fireplace. This sea-

son creates a sense of comfort, warmth and reflec-

tion. 

 It's a great time to go camping, fishing, go 

on a road trip or anything else where you can 

spend quality time with family and eat good food. 

 Autumn is one of the most packed holiday 

seasons, but it's not just full of regular holidays, 

these are all very involved, family centered holi-

days.  

 This is a season to be thankful, and to be 

surrounded by the people you love. 

 

 

Courtney 

Wilkinson 


